
Billy Connelly, a member of the 2021 graduating class at Saint Rose School, and his family understand,
perhaps more than most other people do, why the school is such a special place. That’s because Billy left
and went to a local public school for grade 7 and came back this year. 

“We left because we were concerned about the declining enrollment,” says his mother Maureen, “and we
believed the old saying that ‘the grass is always greener on the other side.’ Turns out, we were wrong.”

Saint Rose School had a robust increase in enrollment in the last year—71 percent—and expects even more
growth for the 2021-22 school year. Some grades have already reached capacity. Class size at the public
school turned out to be a problem for the Connelly family.

“When I went to parent-teacher conferences at the local public school they had no idea who Billy was,”
recalls Maureen. “That’s understandable because there were 30 or more kids in a class. It would have been
good if the teachers knew who your son was.”

Maureen says it was very nice to come back to Saint Rose School with smaller class sizes and where Billy
was able to receive more individual attention. “The teachers and administration are top-notch at the parish
school,” she says. “The families we have met and friends we have made will last a lifetime.” 

“Knowing all my classmates and the teachers very well has made a big difference,” says Billy. “That’s what I
am going to miss most about leaving Saint Rose.”
His mother says she is really going to miss the school as well. “It has been a wonderful experience for both
our kids,” she says. “I will miss everything about Saint Rose School.”
Billy was recently named one of the students of the trimester. The middle school teachers called him “a
conscientious student whose work in the classroom exhibits care and diligence. Most importantly, he
shows unfailing kindness and generosity to everyone around him. In all that he does, Billy shows a humble
attitude.” He was also on the A Honor Roll.
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Other things to know about Billy and his family:
• His parents Maureen and Steve were married in 1997.
His older sister Alexis, a student at Mounds View High
School, also attended Saint Rose School. The family
joined the parish five years ago. 
• Maureen has worked in the Church of Corpus
Christi office since 2012, doing, among other things,
the parish’s weekly bulletin. 
• During his time at the parish school Billy participated
in soccer, track, baseball, hockey and band. His
interests include playing hockey, lacrosse,
skateboarding, BMX biking and hanging out with his
friends. He expects to go to either Roseville Area High
School or Mounds View High School in the fall.
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